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Head-to-head:
This is the fifth of 12 meetings on the year between the Wolf Pack and the Bridgeport Sound Tigers, the top affiliate of the New York Islanders, and the third of six Bridgeport visits to the XL Center.  The Wolf Pack are 3-1-0-0 in the head-to-head matchup so far and have won both previous encounters here in Hartford, 4-3 in overtime October 6 and 4-1 October 26.  Bridgeport’s Otto Koivula is the leading scorer in the series, with five assists, and among players currently on the Wolf Pack roster, Danny O’Regan and Vinni Lettieri share the team lead, with 1-2-3 apiece.  All-time against Bridgeport, the Wolf Pack are 91(W)-68(L)-3(T)-14(OTL)-8(SOL) in 184 meetings, 53(W)-27(L)-2(T)-6(OTL)-4(SOL) at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (18-8-2-5, 43 pts.) have won two of their last three games, and five straight at home, after a 4-1 victory over the Providence Bruins Saturday night here at the XL Center.  Phil DiGiuseppe scored for a fourth time in the last five games (4-0-4), and Matt Beleskey (2-1-3) and Vitali Kravtsov (2-0-2) both lit the lamp for a second time in the last three contests.  Tim Gettinger netted the game-winning goal.  Yegor Rykov posted his first North American pro multiple-point game with two assists, and Boo Nieves also had two helpers.  Igor Shesterkin stopped 30 of 31 shots for his 13th win of the year, moving back into the AHL goals-against average lead (1.98).
Sound Tigers Notebook:

The Sound Tigers (13-16-4-1, 31 pts.) followed up Friday night’s 5-1 home win over the Wolf Pack with a 4-3 overtime loss to Springfield Saturday night in Bridgeport.  Kieffer Bellows scored all three Sound Tiger goals in Saturday’s game, including the tying tally at 19:32 of the third period, for his first pro hat trick and Bridgeport’s first three-goal game of the season.  He has scored in three straight games (5-0-5), and seven of the last eight (9-0-9), and has 12-1-13 in the last 13 games, after scoring once in his first 19 outings.  Team points leader Sebastian Aho (2-17-19) had an assist for a third straight game (0-3-3), as did Josh Ho Sang (0-3-3).  Pavel Skarek made 29 saves in the Sound Tiger net.
Yesterday in the AHL:
Charlotte 3 @ Cleveland 1
Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times Eastern):

Laval @ Belleville (3:00) 
Texas @ Iowa (3:00) 
Cleveland @ Toronto (3:00) 
Springfield @ W-B/Scr. (3:05)

Rockford @ Manitoba (5:00) 
Rochester @ Utica (5:00) 
Chicago @ Grand Rapids (6:00) 
Syracuse @ Binghamton (6:05) Ontario @ Bakersfield (8:00) 
San Jose @ Stockton (8:00) 
San Diego @ Tucson (9:05)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (19-15-4, 42 pts.) continue a four-game Canadian road trip at Edmonton (9:00) tonight.  The big club is riding a two-game winning streak, after a 5-4 overtime triumph in Toronto Saturday night.  Ryan Strome had a four-point game, with two goals and two assists, and Tony DeAngelo netted the OT winner.  Brett Howden and Mika Zibanejad also scored, and Artemi Panarin had three assists.  Alexandar Georgiev made 44 stops in the New York net.  After tonight’s game, the Blueshirts continue on to Calgary Thursday night (9:00) and Vancouver Saturday night (10:00), before returning home to host Colorado next Tuesday (7:30).

Today/Tonight in the NHL (all times Eastern):

NY Rangers @ Edmonton (9:00)
Boston @ New Jersey (1:00)
NY Islanders @ Washington (1:00)
Anaheim @ Vegas (3:00)

Toronto @ Minnesota (6:00)
Tampa Bay @ Buffalo (7:00)
Montreal @ Carolina (7:00)
Florida @ Columbus (7:00)

San Jose @ Detroit (7:30)
Winnipeg @ Colorado (8:00)
Chicago @ Calgary (9:00)
St. Louis @ Arizona (9:00)

Philadelphia @ Los Angeles (9:00)
NOTE:  Complete media note files are accessible on-line, via the Wolf Pack’s official website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hartfordwolfpack.com" �www.hartfordwolfpack.com�.  Select “Team” and click on “Media Notes”, to view and download the files.





Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Fri.	Jan.	3	@ Providence Bruins	7:05 p.m.	@ Dunkin’ Donuts Center


Sat.	Jan.	4	vs. Utica Comets	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Wed.	Jan.	8	@ Hershey Bears	7:00 p.m.	@ Giant Center


Fri.	Jan.	10	vs. Charlotte Checkers	7:15 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat.	Jan.	11	@ Wilkes-Barre/Scr. Penguins	7:05 p.m.	@ Mohegan Sun Arena	
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