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Head-to-head:
This is the first of two meetings on the season between the Wolf Pack and the Rochester Americans, top affiliate of the Buffalo Sabres.  The two clubs will complete the series November 22 in Rochester.  The Wolf Pack and Amerks played a four-game season series last and split the four contests, with each team winning twice on the other’s home ice.  In their two home outings vs. Rochester, the Wolf Pack dropped a 4-3 decision November 18 and lost by a score of 4-1 on February 2.  Vinni Lettieri (2-3-5) and Steven Fogarty (1-4-5) were the Wolf Pack’s leading point-getters in the series, and C.J. Smith topped Rochester scorers with 3-2-5.  All-time vs. the Americans, the Wolf Pack are 12(W)-12(L)-2(OTL) in 26 meetings, with a mark of 4(W)-7(L)-2(OTL) at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack banked a third straight win to open the season last night, besting Springfield by a score of 3-1 here at the XL Center.  The Wolf Pack gave up the first goal of the game, but then scored three straight, with Nick Jones, Phil DiGiuseppe (PP-GWG) and Filip Chytil (ENG) all getting their first markers of the season.  Chytil also added an assist and has four points (1-3-4) in the last two games, to tie Danny O’Regan (0-4-4) for the team points lead.  Jones has points in back-to-back games (1-1-2), for his first pro point-scoring streak.  DiGiuseppe’s goal was his first with the Wolf Pack, and he also has 1-1-2 in the last two outings, as has Ryan Lindgren.  In goal last night, Igor Shesterkin stopped 17 shots for his second win in two North American pro appearances.
Americans Notebook:

The Americans suffered their first defeat of the season last night, in their third straight one-goal verdict, falling 3-2 to the Providence Bruins in Providence.  The Amerks had won 2-1 Friday night in Springfield, after a 3-2 overtime victory vs. Syracuse in their season opener last Friday at home.  C.J. Smith, Rochester’s second-leading point and goal-scorer last season (28-30-58 in 62 GP) tied last night’s game at two with his first goal of the season 7:40 into the second period, but Providence’s Oskar Steen connected for the game-winner with only 57 seconds left in the third.  Jean-Sebastien Dea had the other Amerk goal, his first in a Rochester uniform.  Jonas Johansson made 27 saves in the American goal, in his first action of the season.
Last Night in the AHL:
Springfield 1 @ Wolf Pack 3
Rochester 2 @ Providence 3
Toronto 4 @ Manitoba 0
Bridgeport 4 at Charlotte 1

Binghamton 4 @ Belleville 5 (OT)
Syracuse 6 @ Cleveland 3
Laval 2 @ Milwaukee 4 
Grand Rapids 4 @ Rockford 2 Hershey 4 at Lehigh Valley 3 (OT)
Utica 4 @ W-B/Scr. 3 (OT)
Texas 2 at Iowa 1 (SO)
Chicago 2 @ San Antonio 1 (SO)
Tucson 8 @ Ontario 2
San Diego 3 @ Stockton 5
Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times Eastern):

Springfield @ Providence (3:05) 
Bakersfield @ San Jose (4:15) 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton at Hershey (5:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers suffered their first loss on three games on the season yesterday, falling 4-1 to the Edmonton Oilers at Madison Square Garden.  The Rangers struck first, with Kaapo Kakko’s first career NHL goal, but then gave up the next four.  Henrik Lundqvist was in net for New York, and he allowed three goals on 26 shots.  Prior to yesterday’s defeat, the Rangers had posted a pair of wins, 4-1 at Ottawa last Saturday and 6-4 at home over Winnipeg last Thursday.  The Rangers are now off until this Thursday, when they visit New Jersey for a 7:00 game.

Today/Tonight in the NHL (all times Eastern):

Pittsburgh @ Winnipeg (7:00)
Vegas @ Los Angeles (10:00)

Calgary @ San Jose (10:00)

NOTE:  Complete media note files are accessible on-line, via the Wolf Pack’s official website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hartfordwolfpack.com" �www.hartfordwolfpack.com�.  Select “Team” and click on “Media Notes”, to view and download the files.





Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Fri.	Oct.	18	vs. Springfield Thunderbirds	7:15 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat.	Oct.	19	@ Binghamton Devils	7:05 p.m.	Floyd L. Maines Arena


Fri.	Oct.	25	vs. Laval Rocket	7:15 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat.	Oct.	26	vs. Bridgeport Sound Tigers	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sun.	Oct.	27	@ Bridgeport Sound Tigers	3:00 p.m.	@ Webster Bank Arena
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