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Head-to-head:
This is the third of six games on the season between the Wolf Pack and the Penguins, the top affiliate of the Pittsburgh Penguins, and the second of three Wilkes-Barre/Scranton visits to the XL Center.  In the first, last Wednesday night, the Penguins defeated the Wolf Pack 2-1, and Wilkes-Barre/Scranton also won the first head-to-head matchup January 11 in Wilkes-Barre, blanking the Wolf Pack 3-0.  The Penguins’ Kevin Roy (1-1-2) and Pierre-Olivier Joseph (2-0-2) are the only multiple-point scorers in the series, and Ryan Dmowski has the only Wolf Pack goal in the two games.  The Wolf Pack were 3-2-1-0 in last year’s season series, including a 1-1-1-0 home mark.  All-time vs. Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, the Wolf Pack are 24(W)-27(L)-1(T)-6(OTL)-2(SOL) in 60 games, 11(W)-13(L)-0(T)-5(OTL)-1(SOL) at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (29-14-5-5, 68 pts.) saw a two-game winning streak come to an end last night in Springfield, in a 4-1 loss to the Thunderbirds.  The Wolf Pack scored first in that game, on a tally by Ryan Gropp 3:55 into the first period, but Springfield would go on to get the next four.  Steven Fogarty assisted on Gropp’s goal, extending an assist streak to three games (0-3-3).  Yegor Rykov had the other assist, giving him points in consecutive outings (1-1-2).  J-F Berube made his first appearance in the Wolf Pack net, after being acquired Wednesday night from the Philadelphia Flyer organization, and stopped 23 of the 26 shots he faced.  The Wolf Pack have won 13 of their last 14 games here at home, where they are an AHL-best 21-2-0-2 on the year.
Penguins Notebook:

The Penguins (26-20-3-5, 60 pts.) reversed a two-game losing streak last night, with a 2-1 home win over division-leading Hershey.  Wilkes-Barre/Scranton had dropped four of its previous five.  Defenseman Kevin Czuczman’s goal, his second in 29 games-played on the season, 3:48 into the third period was the game-winner, after Kevin Roy had tied the score at 19:39 of the second.  Casey DeSmith, who has allowed only one goal on 51 shots in two starts against the Wolf Pack this season, made 35 saves for the Penguins, who were outshot 36-19, including 18-4 in the third period.  Riley Barber had an assist on the game-winning goal, in his first Wilkes-Barre/Scranton appearance after being acquired Thursday, along with Phil Varone, from Montreal in exchange for Joseph Blandisi and Jake Lucchini.
Last Night in the AHL:
Wolf Pack 1 @ Springfield 4
Hershey 1 @ Wilkes-Barre/Scr. 2
Utica 6 @ Belleville 3
Cleveland 3 @ Syracuse 6
Charlotte 1 @ Binghamton 2
Lehigh Valley 2 @ Rochester 3 (OT)
Manitoba 1 @ Laval 4
Chicago 1 @ Milwaukee 4
San Antonio 0 @ Rockford 1
Iowa 3 @ Texas 4
Stockton 2 @ Tucson 3 (OT)
San Diego 4 @ Bakersfield 1
Colorado 2 @ Ontario 1 (OT)
Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times Eastern):

Toronto @ Laval (3:00)
Manitoba @ Belleville (7:00) 
Hershey @ Bridgeport (7:00) 
San Antonio @ Grand Rapids (7:00) Rockford @ Milwaukee (7:00) 
Lehigh Valley @ Syracuse (7:00) 
Charlotte @ Binghamton (7:05) 
Springfield @ Providence (7:05)

Cleveland @ Rochester (7:05) 
Iowa @ Texas (8:00) 
Stockton @ Tucson (9:05) 
Colorado @ Bakersfield (10:00) 
San Jose @ San Diego (10:30)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (32-24-4, 68 pts.) play their only home game in a stretch of six tonight (7:00), hosting the San Jose Sharks at Madison Square Garden.  The Rangers have won two in a row, six out of seven and nine out of 12, after a 5-2 victory at Carolina last night.  Mika Zibanejad had a goal and two assists, giving him seven points (2-5-7) in the last two games, and Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome had 1-1-2 apiece.  Brady Skjei and Jesper Fast also scored, and Jacob Trouba had two assists.  Igor Shesterkin made 27 saves, improving his record to 8-1-0 in nine games since joining the Rangers.  The win lifted the Rangers to within five points of the second wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference.  After tonight, the Rangers will visit the Islanders on Tuesday night (7:00) and Montreal on Thursday (7:00).
Today/Tonight in the NHL (all times Eastern):

San Jose @ NY Rangers (7:00)
Washington @ New Jersey (1:00)
Winnipeg @ Philadelphia (1:00)
Buffalo @ Pittsburgh (1:00)
Carolina @ Toronto (7:00)
Montreal @ Ottawa (7:00)
Columbus @ Nashville (8:00)
Tampa Bay @ Arizona (8:00)

Boston @ Vancouver (10:00)
Florida @ Vegas (10:00)
Colorado @ Los Angeles (10:30)
NOTE:  Complete media note files are accessible on-line, via the Wolf Pack’s official website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hartfordwolfpack.com" �www.hartfordwolfpack.com�.  Select “Team” and click on “Media Notes”, to view and download the files.





Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sun.	Feb.	23	@ Bridgeport Sound Tigers	3:00 p.m.	@ Webster Bank Arena


Fri.	Feb.	28	@ Binghamton Devils	7:05 p.m.	@ Floyd L. Maines Arena


Sat. 	Feb. 	29	@ Bridgeport Sound Tigers	7:00 p.m.	@ Webster Bank Arena


Sun.	Mar.	1	vs. Providence Bruins	3:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Fri.	Mar.	6	vs. Hershey Bears	7:15 p.m.	@ XL Center
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