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Head-to-head:
This is the first of ten games on the season between the Wolf Pack and the Bridgeport Sound Tigers, the top affiliate of the New York Islanders, and the first of five home games in the series for the Wolf Pack.  Hartford was 7-1-0-0 in eight meetings last season, and swept a four-game home slate vs. the Sound Tigers.  The only Bridgeport win in head-to-head competition in 2019-20 was a 5-1 verdict December 27 in Bridgeport.  The Wolf Pack’s Darren Raddysh led all scorers in the series with 2-6-8, and Otto Koivula was the leading Sound Tiger point-getter, with 1-5-6 in six games.  All-time against Bridgeport, the Wolf Pack are 95(W)-68(L)-3(T)-14(OTL)-8(SOL) in 188 meetings, 55(W)-27(L)-2(T)-6(OTL)-4(SOL) at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack kick off their 2021 season today, coming off of a 31-20-6-5 (73 pts.) campaign in 2019-20.  Kris Knoblauch begins his second season as Wolf Pack head coach, with Gord Murphy also back for a second year as associate head coach.  Defenseman Darren Raddysh is the team’s leading returning scorer, after a 2019-20 season in which he totaled 6-22-28 in 62 games.  Tim Gettinger is the leading point producer among returning forwards.  He had 16-11-27 in 53 games in his second year of pro last year.  Tenth-year pro defenseman Vincent LoVerde, who led the 2019-20 Wolf Pack in plus/minus with a +17 in 62 games, was named the 13th captain in franchise history earlier this week.  Among the goaltenders on the Wolf Pack roster is tenth-year man Keith Kinkaid, who comes into this season with 157 career NHL games of experience, including six last season with the Montreal Canadiens.  The Wolf Pack were 21-6-1-2 on home ice in 2019-20, including a franchise-record 12-game home winning streak from December 7 through February 5.
Sound Tigers Notebook:

This is the second game of the 2021 season for the Sound Tigers, who dropped their opener 4-1 to the Providence Bruins Friday in Marlboro, MA.  Robert Carpenter, a second-year pro and March 2019 free-agent signee of the parent New York Islanders, had the only Bridgeport goal, a third-period power-play tally, with Mitch Vande Sompel and Simon Holmstrom picking up the assists.  Jakub Skarek stopped 27 of the 30 shots he faced in net.  The Sound Tigers last year finished 23-33-5-2 (53 pts.), with an 11-19-3-0 record on the road.  This is the eighth season behind the Bridgeport bench for Head Coach, and former Wolf Pack defenseman, Brent Thompson. 
Last Night in the AHL:
Ontario 2 @ Henderson 5 
Lehigh Valley 2 @ Hershey 1 (OT)
Texas 1 @ Iowa 4 
Bakersfield 3 @ San Diego 4 
Utica 1 @ Syracuse 6 
Chicago 5 @ Rockford 4 
Today in the AHL (all times Eastern):

Tucson @ San Jose (2:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (4-4-2, 10 pts.) return to action tomorrow night (7:00), when they host the Islanders at Madison Square Garden.  The Rangers have won back-to-back games, and are 3-0-1 in their last four, after a 4-2 home win over Washington on Thursday.  Ryan Strome scored twice in that victory, Anthony Bitetto tallied his first Ranger goal, and Pavel Buchnevich added an empty-net goal.  Artemi Panarin had three assists, and Igor Shesterkin got the win in goal with 31 saves.  After tomorrow night’s contest, the Blueshirts continue an eight-game homestand with outings Wednesday and Friday nights (both 7:00) vs. Boston.
Tonight in the NHL (all times Eastern):

Philadelphia @ Washington (12:00)
Detroit @ Florida (3:00)
Carolina @ Columbus (3:00)

Chicago @ Dallas (3:00)
Los Angeles @ Vegas (3:00)

NOTE:  Complete media note files are accessible on-line, via the Wolf Pack’s official website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hartfordwolfpack.com" �www.hartfordwolfpack.com�.  Select “Team” and click on “Media Notes”, to view and download the files.





Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Thu.	Feb.	11	@ Providence Bruins	1:00 p.m.	@ New England Sports Ctr.


Wed.	Feb.	17	@ Bridgeport Sound Tigers	1:00 p.m.	@ Webster Bank Arena


Sun.	Feb.	21	vs. Providence Bruins	1:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat.	Feb.	27	vs. Providence Bruins	1:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Tue.	Mar.	2	vs. Providence Bruins	1:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


	





Sat.	Jan.	25	vs. Lehigh Valley Phantoms	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Fri.	Jan.	31	vs. Springfield Thunderbirds	7:15 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat.	Feb.	1	@ Springfield Thunderbirds	7:05 p.m.	@ MassMutual Center


Wed.	Feb.	5	vs. Springfield Thunderbirds	7:10 p.m.	@ XL Center


Fri.	Feb.	7	@ Charlotte Checkers	7:00 p.m.	@ Bojangles Arena
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