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Head-to-head:
This is the sixth of 10 meetings on the season between the Wolf Pack and the Thunderbirds, the top affiliate of the Florida Panthers, and the last of three straight games between the two teams.  The Wolf Pack are 4-1-0-0 in the season series thus far, including a 6-3 win here at the XL Center Friday night, their third win in three tries against the Thunderbirds at home, and a 2-0 defeat in Springfield on Saturday night.  Wolf Pack forwards Phil DiGiuseppe (3-2-5), Danny O’Regan (2-3-5) and Vinni Lettieri (2-3-5) share the series scoring lead, with five points apiece.  Jonathan Ang and Dryden Hunt are Springfield’s top scorers, with 2-1-3 each.  All-time in the four-year existence of the Thunderbirds franchise, the Wolf Pack’s record in the head-to-head series is 16-19-1-1 in 37 games, 12-7-0-0 at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (26-11-4-5, 61 pts.) had a three-game winning streak snapped in Saturday’s loss at Springfield, and have at least a standings point in five of their last seven games (3-2-2-0) and 11 of their last 14 (9-3-2-0).  Friday’s win here at the XL Center was the Wolf Pack’s 11th straight home victory, which tied a franchise record set from December 17, 2004 to February 18, 2005.  Tom McCollum made his fourth appearance in the Wolf Pack net on Saturday night and made 20 saves, after stablemate Adam Huska improved to 4-1-1 in his last six decisions with 23 stops in Friday night’s win.  Phil DiGiuseppe, who made his New York Ranger debut Monday night against Dallas, had a three-game goal-scoring streak (3-1-4) halted Saturday night, and Boo Nieves, who missed both of the previous two games against the Thunderbirds, brings a three-game assist streak (0-3-3) into tonight’s game and has helpers in four of his last five contests (0-5-5).

Thunderbirds Notebook:

With Saturday night’s win, the Thunderbirds (26-20-2-0, 54 pts.) have triumphed in five of their last seven games and ten of their last 13.  Rookie goaltender Ryan Bednard stopped all 28 Wolf Pack shots on Saturday night for his first career AHL shutout, and has allowed only three total goals on 101 shots in his first three AHL outings (1.00 GAA, 97.0% save percentage).  Jonathan Ang scored the only goal that Springfield would need only 3:54 into Saturday’s tilt, for his second game-winner among the seven goals he has tallied on the year.  Dryden Hunt had the game’s other goal, stretching a goal-scoring streak to three games (3-1-4).  Matt Mangene assisted on both markers, after having been out of the lineup for the previous four games.
Last Night in the AHL:
Belleville 3 at Toronto 1
Texas 2 at Rockford 5
Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times Eastern):

Syracuse @ Bridgeport (10:30) 
Rochester @ Cleveland (7:00) 
Utica @ Laval (7:00) 
Binghamton @ Wilkes-Barre/Scr. (7:05) San Antonio @ Iowa (8:00) 
Grand Rapids @ Milwaukee (8:00) 
Tucson @ Bakers. (9:30) 
San Diego @ San Jose (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (25-22-4, 54 pts.) continue a four-game homestand tonight, hosting Toronto at 7:30.  The Rangers dropped the first leg of the homestand, 5-3, against Dallas on Monday, after having swept a home-and-home with Detroit.  Brendan Lemieux had a goal and an assist for New York Monday, and Pavel Buchnevich and Brett Howden also scored.  Henrik Lundqvist took the loss in net, with four goals-against on 15 shots in the first two periods.  Alexandar Georgiev played the third period, stopping five of the six shots that he faced.  After tonight’s contest, the Blueshirts finish the homestand with games Friday night against Buffalo (7:00) and Sunday night vs. Los Angeles (6:00).

Tonight in the NHL (all times Eastern):

Toronto @ NY Rangers (7:30)

Boston @ Chicago (8:00)


NOTE:  Complete media note files are accessible on-line, via the Wolf Pack’s official website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hartfordwolfpack.com" �www.hartfordwolfpack.com�.  Select “Team” and click on “Media Notes”, to view and download the files.





Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Fri.	Feb.	7	@ Charlotte Checkers	7:00 p.m.	@ Bojangles Arena


Sat.	Feb.	8	@ Charlotte Checkers	6:00 p.m.	@ Bojangles Arena


Wed.	Feb.	12	vs. Wilkes-Barre/Scr. Penguins	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Fri.	Feb.	14	vs. Laval Rocket	7:15 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat.	Feb.	15	@ Lehigh Valley Phantoms	7:05 p.m.	@ PPL Center
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