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Head-to-head:
This is the fourth of 10 meetings on the season between the Wolf Pack and the Thunderbirds, the top affiliate of the Florida Panthers, and the first of three straight games between the two teams.  The Wolf Pack have swept the season’s first three encounters, including a pair of wins here at the XL Center, 3-1 on October 12 and 1-0 six nights later.  Wolf Pack forwards Danny O’Regan and Phil DiGiuseppe share the series scoring lead, with 2-2-4 apiece.  The Wolf Pack went 4-6-0-0 vs. Springfield last season, including a 3-2-0-0 home slate.  All-time in the four-year existence of the Thunderbirds franchise, the Wolf Pack’s record in the head-to-head series is 15-18-1-1 in 35 games, 11-7-0-0 at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (25-10-4-5, 59 pts.) headed into the AHL All-Star break with back-to-back wins, including a 4-2 home victory over Lehigh Valley Saturday night in their last action.  That was the Wolf Pack’s tenth consecutive home win, one short of tying the franchise record, which was set from December 17, 2004 to February 18, 2005.  Ryan Gropp scored two goals, including the third-period game-winner, on Saturday, for his first AHL multiple-point game of the season.  Phil DiGiuseppe scored for a second straight game (ENG), and added an assist, and Darren Raddysh’s sixth goal of the season started a Wolf Pack comeback from an early 2-0 deficit.  Danny O’Regan had two assists, and Ryan Dmowski notched his first AHL point of the season with the primary assist on Gropp’s winner.  Igor Shesterkin won his team season-high sixth straight decision, making 28 saves.

Thunderbirds Notebook:

The Thunderbirds (25-19-2-0, 52 pts.) come out of the All-Star break having won four of their last five games and nine of their last 12.  Springfield’s last outing was a 6-2 thumping of Bridgeport Saturday night on home ice.  Owen Tippett, the Thunderbirds’ All-Star representative and team leader in points, goals and assists (19-21-40 in 46 GP), had a goal and two helpers in that game and has scored in five of the last six contests (5-4-9).  He is tied for the AHL points leadership among rookies.  Dryden Hunt added a goal and an assist, and Jack Rodewald scored the game-winning goal early in the third period.  Jake Massie, Daniel Audette and Aleksi Saarela also had Springfield goals, and Samuel Montembeault made 41 saves, a personal season high, to get the win in net.
Last Night in the AHL:
No games scheduled
Tonight in the AHL (all times Eastern):

Hershey @ Bridgeport (7:00) 
Utica @ Cleveland (7:00) 
Charlotte @ Toronto (7:00) 
Providence @ Binghamton (7:05) 
Syracuse @ Rochester (7:05) 
Lehigh Valley @ W-B/Scr. (7:05) 
Belleville @ Laval (7:30) 
Milwaukee @ Chicago (8:00) Grand Rapids @ Iowa (8:00) 
Manitoba @ Rockford (8:00) 
Texas @ San Antonio (8:00) 
Colorado @ Tucson (9:05) 
Ontario @ Bakersfield (10:00) 
San Jose @ San Diego (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (23-21-4, 50 pts.) return to action from a nine-day break tonight, hosting Detroit (7:00) in the first game of a home-and-home.  The Blueshirts’ last outing before the NHL All-Star break, and their bye week, was last Tuesday night, a 4-2 loss to the Islanders at Madison Square Garden.  Pavel Buchnevich and Chris Kreider scored third-period power-play goals for the Rangers in that game, and Mika Zibanejad assisted on both.  Alexandar Georgiev made 14 saves.  After tonight’s contest, the Rangers and Red Wings will meet again tomorrow night (7:00) in Detroit.
Tonight in the NHL (all times Eastern):

Detroit @ NY Rangers (7:00)
Philadelphia @ Pittsburgh (7:00)
Washington @ Ottawa (7:30)
Vegas @ Carolina (7:30)
Boston @ Winnipeg (8:00)
St. Louis @ Edmonton (9:00)
Tampa Bay @ Anaheim (10:00)

NOTE:  Complete media note files are accessible on-line, via the Wolf Pack’s official website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hartfordwolfpack.com" �www.hartfordwolfpack.com�.  Select “Team” and click on “Media Notes”, to view and download the files.





Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sat.	Feb.	1	@ Springfield Thunderbirds	7:05 p.m.	@ MassMutual Center


Wed.	Feb.	5	vs. Springfield Thunderbirds	7:10 p.m.	@ XL Center


Fri.	Feb.	7	@ Charlotte Checkers	7:00 p.m.	@ Bojangles Arena


Sat.	Feb.	8	@ Charlotte Checkers	6:00 p.m.	@ Bojangles Arena


Wed.	Feb.	12	vs. Wilkes-Barre/Scr. Penguins	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center
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