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Head-to-head:
This is the fourth of eight games on the season between the Wolf Pack and the Checkers, the top affiliate of the Carolina Hurricanes, and the second of four Charlotte visits to the XL Center.  The Wolf Pack won the first encounter opening night, October 5, here in Hartford, 5-3, but the Checkers took the last two, both in Charlotte, by a combined margin of 13-4.  Charlotte’s Julien Gauthier is the leading scorer in the head-to-head series, with 4-3-7, and Danny O’Regan leads the Wolf Pack in points, with five assists.  All-time against the Checkers, the Wolf Pack are 6-17-0-0 in 23 meetings, with a 6-5-0-0 home slate vs. Charlotte.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (22-8-2-5, 51 pts.) hit the halfway point of their season tonight winners of five straight games, which ties a team season high for longest win streak, after a 2-1 victory in Hershey Wednesday night in their last action.  Vinni Lettieri netted the game-winning goal with 53.9 seconds remaining in the third period, tying a team season best by stretching a goal-scoring streak to three games (3-1-4).  That was also his second game-winner inside the final minute of regulation in the Wolf Pack’s last three games.  Boo Nieves scored the other Hartford goal Wednesday, and had the primary assist on the winner.  He now has points in three straight contests (1-4-5) and five of the last six (2-6-8).  Adam Huska started a second consecutive game for his first time on the year, and made 26 saves.  He has stopped 52 out of 54 shots in those back-to-back outings.  The Wolf Pack bring a seven-game home winning streak into tonight’s action.
Checkers Notebook:

The Checkers (19-13-3-0, 41 pts.) have won six straight and eight of their last nine games, a streak that started with consecutive home wins over the Wolf Pack December 17 and 18.  Charlotte’s last outing was a 6-3 triumph at Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on Wednesday night, in the fifth of seven straight road games for the Checkers.  Charlotte trailed 3-2 midway through the second period of that contest, before reeling off four unanswered goals.  Steven Lorentz had 2-1-3 on Wednesday, his second career AHL three-point outing and his second in the last three games (3-3-6).  Team goal-scoring leader Julien Gauthier (17-7-24 in 29 GP) had 1-1-2, giving him goals in three straight games (3-1-4) and seven of his last eight (8-5-13).  He has at least a point in all eight of those tilts, the longest point streak by a Checker this season.  David Gust also had 1-1-2, and Morgan Geekie and Clark Bishop also scored.  Janne Kuokkanen, who is tied for the team points lead with 8-16-24 in 34 GP, had two assists.  Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 saves to get the win in net.
Last Night in the AHL:
No games scheduled
Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times Eastern):

Manitoba @ Grand Rapids (7:00) 
Laval @ Syracuse (7:00) 
Lehigh Valley @ Utica (7:00) 
Cleveland @ Binghamton (7:05)

Belleville @ Rochester (7:05) 
Bridgeport @ Springfield (7:05) 
Hershey @ Wilkes-Barre/Scr. (7:05) 
Rockford @ Milwaukee (8:00)
Chicago @ San Antonio (8:00) 
Toronto @ Texas (8:00) 
Tucson @ Colorado (9:05) 
Bakersfield @ Ontario (10:00) Iowa at San Diego (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (21-18-4, 46 pts.), won a second straight game last night, defeating New Jersey, 6-3, at Madison Square Garden.  Tony DeAngelo scored a hat trick, the first by a Ranger defenseman since March of 1982, and added two assists, to become only the second blueliner in franchise history, other than Brian Leetch, to post a five-point game.  Artemi Panarin added a goal and two assists, and Chris Kreider had a goal and an assist.  Jesper Fast notched the other Ranger goal, and Ryan Strome and Mika Zibanejad had two assists apiece.  Igor Shesterkin made 46 saves, for his second win in as many NHL appearances.  The Rangers visit St. Louis tomorrow night (8:00), before returning home to host the Islanders on Monday night (7:00).
Today/Tonight in the NHL (all times Eastern):

Ottawa @ Detroit (7:30)

Arizona @ Carolina (7:30)

Pittsburgh @ Colorado (9:00)

NOTE:  Complete media note files are accessible on-line, via the Wolf Pack’s official website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hartfordwolfpack.com" �www.hartfordwolfpack.com�.  Select “Team” and click on “Media Notes”, to view and download the files.





Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sat.	Jan.	11	@ Wilkes-Barre/Scr. Penguins	7:05 p.m.	@ Mohegan Sun Arena


Wed.	Jan.	15	@ Utica Comets	7:00 p.m.	@ Adirondack Bank Center


Fri.	Jan.	17	@ Utica Comets	7:00 p.m.	@ Adirondack Bank Center


Sat.	Jan.	18	@ Hershey Bears	7:00 p.m.	@ Giant Center


Fri.	Jan.	24	vs. Bridgeport Sound Tigers	7:15 p.m.	@ XL Center	
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